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I hereby certify that the annexed document ^4 6 
NO, USA a 571.5 ls a photostat of an original 
document submitted in evidence by the United States 
Prosecution under this number, The oririnal docunent 
nas been withdrawn in accerdance with Rule 10 cf 
the International Military Tribunal, and to the 


best of my knowledge and belief is to be held at 


the National Archives, Washington D.G. 


Q / ( 
NIIT | | / A Be T ^ NITNTOONT 
(AUM UNE (UW | | PAUL A JOO STEN 


aU LA 4. _ Z J. 


General Secretary 
7 ER ^ 3 ym a, ~ T i g "1 4 ^ 
international Military 











" m^ 47 r - MW MA M e ” Al 
THE VATICAN, Novemoer 15th l 34.5 . 


DI SVA SANTITA 


u — A 


m 


I, Domenico Tardini, Secretary of 
Extraordinary Ecclesiastical Affairs, hereby certify that the 
attached document, consisting of eight printed pa; 


entitled: 


"Religious Assistance for the Folish Catholic Workers in 
» e ) : v. 
jermany = Part II (December 7th 1942)' (pp.l9-20) 


is a true and correct translation into the English language 
from the Latin language of a carbon copy of a document now in 


the possession of the Secretariate of State of nis Holiness, 
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OF THE KISHÓPS MEETINGS 
AT FULDA 


Breslau, December 7th 1942 
Your Eminence. 


On November 3J0rh. 1 received your Eminence s esteemed 
Rescript of Novembe: ish (N* BIII) about the very serious 
grievances which show clearly the dangers. which threaten the 
Catholic position in Germany m our day, Not only has grave 
harm been done in the past icw years 10 the liberty of the Church 
and its Institurions and rights, and to the integrity of its temporal 
goods, bur opent and insidiously the faith itself and the free 
practice of the 4 atholic religion have been attacked, About some 
of che oravest injuries inflicted on the ( hurch ] not only protested 
on each occasion as the individual incident occurred, but, | also 
made a most formal protesi about them in globo in a document 
which, as spokesman of all the Hierarchy, | sent to the supreme 
Ruler of the State and to the Ministries of the Reich on December 
10 1941. Not a word by way ol answer has been sent fo us. 

Your Eminence knows very well the greatest difficulty in the 
way of opening negot s from the overruling authority 
which the National Socialist Party Chancery " (Kanzlei der 
nazional-sozialistischen Partei, known as the Partei-Kanzlet) exer- 
cises in relation to the Chancery of the Reich (Reichskanzlei) and 
io the single -Reich Ministries. This * Parteikanzlei - direcis 
the course to be followed by the State, whereas the Ministries 
and the Chancery of the Reich are obliged and compelled to 
adiust their decrees to these directions. ` Besides, there is the 
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fact ME the ^s Supreme Office for the Security of the Reich ”' 
called the “ Reichssicherheitshauptamt `" enjoys an authority which 
precludes all legal action and all appeals. Under it are the " Secret 
Offices for Public Security "` called “Geheime Staatspolizei ` (a 
title shortened usuálly to Gestapo) of which there is one for each 
Province. Against the decrees of this Central Office (Reichssi- 
cherheitshauptamt) and of the Secret Offices (Geheime Staats- 
polizei) there is no appeal throügh the Courts, and no complaint 
made to the Ministries has any effect. Not infrequently the Council- 
lors of the Ministries suggest that they have not been able to do 
as they would wish to, because of the opposition of these Party 
offices. As far as the executive power is concerned, the organisation 
called the SS, that is is Schutzstaffeln der Partei, is in practice 
supreme. | | 

This hastily sketched interrelation of authorities is the reason 
why many of the petitions and protests made by the Bishops to 
the Ministries have been foiled. Even if we present our complaints 
to the so-called Supreme Security- Office, there is rarely any 
reply; and when there is, it is negative. 

On a number of very grave and fundamental issues we have 
also presented our complaints to the Supreme Leader of the Reich. 
(Führer). Either no answer is given, or it is apparently edited 
by the above-mentioned Party Chancery, which does not consider 
itself. bound by the Concordat made with the Holy See. 

Having said this much by way of general introduction, | may 
note that the vigilance and open methods of all the German 
Hierarchy are proved by the reports which the individual Bishops 
and l, as President for the time being of the Bishops' Meetings 
at Fulda, have very frequently presented. to His Excellency the 
Apostolic Nuncio at Berlin, and by the Protocol of the Fulda 
Meetings. Every action that we have to take is bristling with dif- 
ficulties, and fraught with very intense anxiety of conscience, and 
even in a sense with anguish; for while on the one hand we 
have to defend most tenaciously the fundamen:als of tha Faith 
and the rights of the Church, we cannot, on the other hand, over- 
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(21)ing 
look the question, what ın view of present circumstances 15 the 
more opportune Course to take in relation to the Ministerial " con- 
stellation `. and the public opinion. We have not neglected tQ 
maintain constant contact with Fils Fxcellensy the Apostolic Nuncio 
at E 
rated in your 
dent that the 
Ecclesiastical 


ous blow to 
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(22)ing | 
under pain of being sent to à concentration camp, to extend their 
care of souls to -Poles. 


3 


There is the further grievance that we may not give to Poles 
any religious printed matter by way oí instruction. For the use 
of Polish workers in the Archdiocese of Breslau a booklet oi 
prayers and hymns was published in Polish under the title “ Droga 
do Nieba "^ (The Way to Heaven) This booklet was officially 
passed by the Supreme Command of the German Army and 
120,000 copies were distributed, with very good results, all over 
Germany. Bur on July 15th 1941, the use and the distribution 
of this booklet were forbidden. 
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In regard to the care ol the souls of Polish workers, the 
Ministry for Ecclesiastical Affairs gave the following permissions 
on June 13th 1940: 

a) rhat on Sunday and feas! davs Poles might be present a! 
liturgical service, but on condition that the Poles should assist a! 
a Mass said for them only, apart irom the parishioners, —or, in 
case of local necessity, they might even assist at the parish Mass, 
but gathered in a disunct seetion of the church benches; 

b) that in case of necessity, 3ishops may send specially 
chosen priests to undertake spiritual ministry among the Poles; 
they’ may visit suitable places to celebrate the Divine Service for 
the Poles at convenient hours. 

But all these concessions were revoked on July 15th 1941. 

Your. Eminence is aware that, by Edict of the Ministry for 
Ecclesiastical Affairs of September 2nd 1942 a most stringent 
prohibition on liturgical service for -Poles has been imposed, so 
that they may be present al Mass onlv once a month, and all use 
of the Polish tongue is abolished, 
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For some years past from the Breslau Curia we have published 
each month the text of a short discourse, which might be used 
for the sermon at thé Sunday Mass. The text was printed in 
German. Polish and French, and was freely used in various dioceses 
of Germany. Now the use of these sermons is forbidden because 
the Polish language may not be spoken. 


6 

Then there is this most deplorable of all grievances tor individual 
souls, that one may not allow them to come singly to make oral 
confession of their sins in order, to receive the sacrament ol 
Penance. To sive an example, an excellent parish priest of my 
diocese has incurred the penalty of being sent to a concentration 
camp for not having repulsed, while hearing Confesstons in the 
parish church, a Polish w orkman who had taken his place in rhe 
line. and came into the confessional. Now we are allowed to 
have a general Confession and general absolution only once à 
month, a practice which neither secures peace of soul nor certainty 
as to the validity of the absolution by reason of the lack of proper 
dispositions. 

- 

When one considere all this, one does not wonder that the 
religious fervour of the Poles is suffering greatly, and that. their 
moral integrity is exposed to great dangers. There is, moreover, 
the difficulty of contracting valid marriages, since German priests 
may not assist at Polish weddings. If, on the other hand, the 
engaged couples are advised to celebrate Matrimony without the 
assistance of a priest after the manner permitted by Canon 1098 
of the Code of Canon Law, there is not sufficient provision tor 
their peace of soul, nor for the certainty of the registration in the 
parish books. 

This is an.outline of the most urgent grievances, 
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(24)ing i | A 
I have never omitted to send formal protests againsts the 
intolerable decrees mentioned here to the Ministry for Ecclesiastical 
Affairs, seng forth the reasons why each of the edicts is not 
only insupportable, but even harmful and ruinous to the common 
good of the whole nation. Along with me each of the other 
members of the Hierarchy, in whose dioceses these edicts werg 
more odiously enforced, asked separately for a remedy, And in 
each case His Excellency. Bishop Wienken, who lives in Berlin 
and has been deputed by the Fulda meetings to deal with the 
Ministries, supported our petitions and the reasons for them in 
a personal interview. Bui all was in vain. The reason is the 
intense aversion of the Party to the Poles and the distrust, born 
of fear that through secret Polish agitation too many difficulties 
may arise for the security of the present State. “The Poles have 
the deep-set hope and enthusiastic expectation that the Polish 
Realm will be restored and rise again. Hence they are all. without 
exception, taken by the German Government for enemies of the 
present German Stare. And German priests who out of a sense 
of duty and charity must denotince all injustice and dispense to 
every Christian without making national discriminations, the 
treasures of Christian doctrine, and must work to-the best ôf their 
ability for the salvation of all souls; are looked upon,-in consequence 
of this all-embracing charity of theirs—even though it is exercised 
for exclusively supernatural. ends— with the greatest mistrust. as 
if they were unlawfully in favour of the enemies of the present 
State, and their political aims. Accordingly all our. petitions- and 
starements are suspect and are scarcely listened to. Hence arises 
the unhappy state of affairs which no one can remédy. 


About IT | “One entration Camps 


We have been able, up ro rhe moment, to learn little, because 
we know scarcely anything of the reason why the individuals are 
sent there, of the treatment they receive, of their fate, their health 
or their needs. Those who are ‚put into the camps are compelled 
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by threat of the severest penalties to maintain rhe strictest silence 
about all that happens in the camps; as a result they dare not say 
anything. All the bishops feel the deepest sympathy and a keen 
sense of pity for those in concentration camps, especially as „wę 
are persuaded thatthe great majority of those held there are 
innocent, Many of the clergy of my diocese have died there— men 
whom I held in special esteem and love for their upright life and 
conduct, known to the whole people. 

His Excellency Bishop Wienken, of whom | spoke above, deals 
continually, at the instance of the Bishops ordinary, with the 
Councillors of the above mentioned Reichssicherheitshauptamt 
office, whenever there is question of taking special care. of an 
individual internee. 

At the request of the priests held in Dachau, | sent them on 
February 25th 1941 one hundred and twenty Roman Breviaries, 
and on June 27th 1942 a number of Mass vestments and a large 
Ciborium for Holy Communion. : 

On July 2nd 1938, December 4th 1940 and |une 3rd 1942 1 
made an urgent appeal to the .authorities of the concentration 
camps that the celebration of Mass should be allowed in other 
camps as in Dachau, and that spiritual ministry should be allowed, 
especially among the sick and the dying. | also presented a 
petition that the bodies of those who die should mot be indis- 
eriminately burned, but should be given due burial whenever they 
had asked for it. This petition was rejected. 

On the number of priests detained in Dachau and the number 
of those who have died there I have begun a statistical report for 
all the dioceses of Germany to cover the years 1940, 1941, 1942. 
I was not able to extend these lists (which include also those killed 
in the war) to the Polish dioceses, because it is impossible to get 
exact fipures from Posnan-Gnesno and other Polish dioceses. 
The Very Reverend diocesan administrators could scarcely say 
how many of the priests absent from home are in various con- 
centration camps, in Dachau and elsewhere; how many haye been 


Im 








(26)ing 
exiled to other regions; how many are dead. If I were to ask 
them myself | doubt if they could give a reliable answer. 

For the rest, | shall consult with Bishop Wienken, so that 
he may have certain information on the questions which your 
Eminence raised. 

It is not however to be hoped that the Government or the 
Party will allow the emigration of priests interned in the con- 
centration camps. For on account of the mistrust of which | 
spoke there is no doubt-of their fear, that the priests emigrating 10 


foreign parts would spread reports extremely unpleasant for -the 


Government and the Party. 


With all reverence and humility, | remain 
Your Eminence s obedient servant 


A Card. Bertram Archbishop of Breslau. 
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Brosleu, D>aearber 7th 1942, 
Your Sminenca, 


On Novanber 70th, I rocoivod your Tminonce!s estes"ed : 
Mevenbor 18th (75,8111) about tho vary serious grievences which show cloerly 
tha dangers which throeton the Csthnlic position in Gormeny in our Gen, Not 
only has grave harn bean dono in tho pest few yoers to the liberty of the 
Church and its Institutions and rights, end to the integrity of its temorel 
gonds, but oponly end insidiously the faith itself end the free practica of 
the Catholic rsligion have baen attacked, About some of tho gravest 
injurizs inflicted on the Church I not only nrntastad on cach occasion es 
tha individual incident occurred, but, I also mada s most formel nratsst 
about then in globg in a decunent which, as snnkasman of all tho Eiererchy, 
I sent to tha suprono "dar of the Stato and to tha Ministrics of the Asich 
on Deconber 10th, 1941, Mot a wor? by way nf enswar hes boon sent to us. 


m 


Your Eninanes knows vary wall tho eraetast difficulty in the wey of 
opaning nagotisetions comes from the ovarruling authority which tho "MTrtinnel 
Soci»list Party Chancery" (Xenzl»i dor nazionel-sozielistischen Partai, 
known aè tho Pertai-Kenzloi) exorcisos in rol»tion to tho Chancery of tho 
Roich (Nsoichskenzlsi) end to ths singla Reich Minist;ic;, This "Prrtoi- 
kanzlai" dirocts ths course to be followad by tha State, whorans tho 
Ministrias end tho Chancery of tho “eich sers obliged end cnrmallad to adjust 
thair decrees to thos? diroctinns.  Basidoc, thera is the fact that tho 
"Suofene Office for the Security of the Reich" cekled the "Soichssichor- 
haitWheuntent!" anjoys an authority which praeludzg ell logel action and ell 
appeals, Under it nr» tho "Secret Offices for Public Security" called 
"Gahsina Staatspolizei" (a title shortenod usually to Gestenn) of which 
thoro is ons for "ach Trnvinen. Agrinst the decrais of this Contral Offics 
(Reichesicherheitshauptemt) and of the Səcrot Offices (Bohoino Stastspolizai) 
thera is no appeel through tho Courts, end no cnznleint nedo to the linis- 
trios has any offoct, Not inframmmtly the Councillors of tha Ninistrias 
suesast thet thay hayva not baan abla to do es thay would wish to, becrusa of 
the no^esition of these Party offices. As fer ps the executive power is cone 
earned, the organisntion called tho SS, that is is Schutzsteffoln cor Pertei, 
is in practice supra", 


This hastily skatchod intorraletion of euthnritios is the reason why 
many of tho natitinns end nrotists nada by tho Bishons tn the Ministrios 
hava bon foiled, Ivon if we present our enznlrints to the so-called 
Suprame Security Office, thor^ is rersly eny ranlys And when thar3 is, it 
is n3getiv3, 


On a number of very grava end funtanmontsl issu?s we haya also presantad 
our complaints t^ tho Suprema Loader of the Teich (Mihrer), Jither no answsy 
is givan, or it is ennarantly oditad by the sbove-mentioned Party Chancery, 
which dnas not consider itself bound by tha Concordat meêo with the Holy S26 


Having enid this much by way of genarrl introóunction, I may note thet 
the vigilence and npan methods of all tha Germen Etarerchy nr? proved by the 
rannrts which the individuel Bishops and I, as Prasident for the time being 
of the Bishops! Meotings et Fuldr, have very fracuently presented to Eis 
Zxcallancy the Apostolic Nuncio at Berlin, ond by the Protocol of the Fulda 
Meetings, Every action th de wa have tn teka is bristling with difficulties 
end fraught with very intenso anxiety nf conscienca, and even in a senss with 
anmuish: for whils on the one hand wa hayva to defend most tanecinusly the 
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tha JEC ^f the Faith and the rights ^f the Church, we cannrt, on 
the ^ther hand, ^verl^^k the ouesti^n, what in view of nresent circunstances 
is the more opnortune c^urse t^ take in relrtinn t^ the Ministerial "c^n- 
stelleti^n", and the public opinion, We have not nezleeted t^ maintain 
constant contact with Fis Excellency the Ap^st^lic Munein at Berlin, 


m 


In come t^ these grievences, which pre enumerated in your Eminence's 


e 
thet th» dserces enntsained in 


rind letter ^f Movember 18th, it is evident 

the edict ^f the Ministry for Eeclesiastical Affrirs of September 2nd ^f 
this year constitute a serinus blow to the rights and duties ^f the Catholic 
Church in regard t^ the cars of souls and sacred liturgy, as well as t^ the 


right nf every single Catholic Polish worker trensfarred t^ Gormany for 
varinus works, of practising fresly the Catholic religion. The individual 
sections nf this Decres did not emenate from the original intention of tho 
Ministry in question, but ero, as is ^bvious from a consideration of the 
evolution of the documents as time went on, the intornolations of tho Party 
Offices spoken of abnvo, 


To mention some of the most obnoxious documants, it is first of all 
L 


greatly t^ be deplored that ell priests are forbidden to instruct the 
children of Polish workers in tho Catholic roligion. ^n Decomber Zlst, 
1941, I petitioned the Ministry for Ecclesiastical Affairs in the namo of 
ell tho Bishoos of Germany that wo might not be forbidden to provare those 
children between tho ag>s nf sight and twolv» years for their first Con- 
fassion and Eoly Communion, But such prevearaticn ^f the children has been 
strictly forbidden, 


2 


On August 17th 1941, I sent a solemn »rotsst t^ tho Ministry for 
Ecclosiasticeal Affairs against ths Edict of the Governor of Upper Silesia 
datod Jun» 24th, 1941, and of other Government offices, by which it was 
most strictly forbidden for German nriasts under nain ^f beine sent to a 
concentration camo, to oxtend their cero ^f souls to Palas, 


g 


There is tho further grievance thet wa may not give tn Polos any 
religious nrintod mattar by way nf instruction, For the uso nf Polish workers 
in the Archdineasa of Br'slpu a booklet nf nravers end hymns vas published in 
Polish under the title "Droga ôn» "ioba" (Ths War to Zoevon), This bonklot 
was nfflcirlly passed by tho Sunrama Caomnand of tho Gorman Army and 120,000 
conias were distributed, with vary good results, all over Germany, But on 
July 15th 1941, the uso and the distribution of this booklet war» forbiddon, 


a 


In regard. to tha cart of tho souls ^f Polish work^rs, tho Ministmy for 
Ecclosiseticsl Affairs gave tho following vornissions on Jun> 13th 1940: 


sl that on Sundsy and forest davs Polis might be present at 
liturgical service, but on condition thet the Polos should assist pt a 
Mess said for them only, apart from the prrishionsrs,—or, in cas: nf 
local necessity, they might oven sessist nt the varish Mess, but gathered 
in a distinct section of the church bonch>s; 


b) thet in cas? of necessity, Bishops may send snacially chesan 
priests to undertake spirituel ministry arvong tha “olos: thoy may visit 
suiteblo placas to celabrete tho Divine Service for tho Poles at esn- 
venient hours, 
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% But 511 thes? concassions woro revolkod on July 15th 1°41. 


Your Eminence is swaro thet, by Edict of the Ministry for Ecclesiastical 
Affairs of September 2nd 1947? a most stringent prohibition on GAFOD 
service for Poles has been imnosed, so that they may be present at Mess 
onlv once a month, and all use of the Polish tongue is abolished. 


E, 
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For sone vears past from the Breslan Curia we have published each month 
the text of a short discourse, which mizht be used for the sermon at the 
Sunday Mass, The text was printed in German, Polish and Franch, and was 
freely used in verious dioceses of Germany. Now the use of these sermons 
is forbidden because the Polish language may not bo spokon, 


6 


Then there is this most deplorebl of all gricvances for individual 
souls, that one may not allow them to come singly to make oral confession of 
their sins in order to receive tho sacrament of Psnenco. To gives an example, 
en excellent parish nriest of my diocos> hes incurred the ponslty of being 
sent to a concentration cen» for not heving ropulsod, while hearing Con- 
fessions in th» parish church, a Polish workman who had teken his placa in 
the lines, and came into bos conf:;ssionel. Now we aro allowed to have a 
goneral Confession end zanaral absolution only ones a month, a practice 
which neither sccur>g naaca of soul nor certainty as to tho validity of 
tho absolution by rason of tho lack of pronor disnositions, 
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Whon on? considers all this, ono doss not wonder that tho roligious 
fervour of the Polos as sufforing sroatly, and thet their moral intogrity 
is exposed to grzat dangers, Thor- is, morcovor, tho difficulty of con- 
tracting valid merricegss, u A nri>sts me” not assist at Polish 
weddings. If, on the other hand, the oneread counlos aro »dvisad to 
celebrata Matrimony without tha Ae A of a orisst efter the manger 
permitted bv Canon 10°98 of Da cod2 of Canon Lew, thar is not sufficient 
provision for thair nago of ul, nor for the certsinty of the ragistration 
in the parish books, 


This is en outline bf th> most urgent griovencos, 


I have never omitted to sond formel nrotasts agrinst the intolerable 
decrees mentioned here to tha Ministry for Xcclosie»sticel Affairs, sstting 
forth the reasons why sch of tho adiets is not only insunnort»blo, but 
even harmful end ruinous to the common good of tho whol? nation. Along 
with ma cech of the other mombors of the FiorArchy, in whose dioceses these 
edicts wor» moro odiously enforced, askad s>neY»toly for » remedy. And in 
each case Fis Zxc3lloncv Fishon ian non, who lives in Berlin and hes been 
doputed by the Fulda mastinzs to dael with tho Ministries, supported our 
petitions and tho ro>sons for them in a nersonel int:rviow. But rll was 
in vain, Th» reason ie the intense »varsion of the Perty to tho Poles and 
the distrust, born of foar thet through secret ”olish agitation too meny 
difficulties mey prise: for tho security of tho present St^t5. The Poles 
heave the doeo-set haona sne enthusiastic sxooctstion thet tho Polish Realn 
will be rostorod and riso »gein, Hanca thoy aro all, without exception, 
takon br thc German Government for enemies of the nr:sant Gorman Steta, 

And Garmen prinsts who out of a senso of duty and chrritv must denounce 

ell injustico ond disvense to avery Christian without makine national dis- 
criminetions, tho troesurcs of Christian doctrine, and must work to tho best 
of their ability for the salvation of ell souls, er^ lookad unon, łn conec- 
qusnes of this all-ombrecing charity of thrirs—even thouch it is exercised 
for exclusively subernstural onds—with the eroatest mistrust as if they 
wer? unlawfully in favour of th: ensmies of the ar*sont State, and their 
political sims. Accordingly »11 our potitions end stetaments are suspect 
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. and arı sczrcol” listonoà to, “noe arises the unhan cy stete of affairs 
which no ona een rv”, 


Wa have ban blo, up to the womant, to l>ern Littl>, baceuss wa know 

scercolv envthine of the reason why tho individuels ara sent thoro, of the 
* D e m) 

traetmant thsv rsceivs, of thair Zetz, thair nh "Lth OT phe. nsods. those 


el | | severest penaltias 

i rictest silonce rbout ell thet heposns in tie crips; PS P 

t thoy der: not sry »nythinz, All the bishops feel the dsenest sympathy 
3 of nity for thosa in coneantretinn cemos J„>cirlly es we 

groat majority of thnos» hold there sto DEE, 

3 heva 012560 thoro—uon whom I holâ in special 

sht lif. and conduct, known to the whole psopls, 


His Rxe:lloney, Bishop Visnkon, of whom I spoke abov2, doal 
at the instanca of tho Fishons or?inery, with ths Councillors of the above 
nantionsd Reichssicherhoitsheu>tent office. whonovor thor» is auzs 


At tho rzau?st of the priests hald in Dachau, I sont then on February 
th 1941 on^ hurár^?0 ond twıntv Roron Brovisri^s, enâ on Juno 27th 1942 a 
mimber of Mess vestmonts end a Irre Qiborivr for Tolv Cos union. 


On July nd 1938, Decarber 4th 1°40 and Jun» Arad 1947 I meds en urgen 
ennpael to the authorities of tha concentration ces thet tho c3l>bretion of 
ess shoulé bo sllow^od in other carıns es in Dachau, and thet spiritual 
ministry should bo n»llowod, ssoacially among the sick end tho dying. I also 
»ros^ntod a natition that the bodies of thos? who dia should not bo indis- 
criminetrly burnod, but should. ba givon An» Burisl whahayas thov hed asoc 
for it. This pztition wes rajsctr3d,. 


On ths nuzbor nf »pi^sts Ast 

h»v^ died ther: I hav? d 

Gerneny to covor ths vorrs 1949, 1 1. 

lists (which includ^ also thasa killad in thr wer) to th: Polish diocas: 
1 


8, 
bocausa it is impossible to sat ageet ficuros from Posnen-Gnasnn and othar 
Polish ciocescs, The Yar” Revarend dioc?san a”rinistrotors coule scarcely 
say how many of the nrinsts -bsint from homa ara in various enneantretion 
cemns, in Dachau an alsowhiro: how many hava bean oxiloc to other r>glons; 
how many aro dark. If I wcr> to ask tho: mysslf I ĉoubt if thoy could give 


a reliable enswor, 
For th: rest, I shell consult with Bishop Wionren,.so thet ho eg hav 
: tion on ths questions which your 5 


It is not however to bs honed that th: Govornnent or the Party will 
allow the omirretian o? pri: sts intra in the conemtratinn cemss. For 
on sccount of tho mistrust o? which I snoka thoro is no doubt of thoir f^er, 
that the pritsts onierating to foroign erts would sor>»d reports ovtremely 
unoleesent for the Govarnment end tho Party. 

With +11 rev2rencs end humilitv, I rocein 


Your Um inoneolg obaAiant corvent 


A. Sere, Bortren Archbishop of Breeleu. 


Hal 


H3160 
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Allo dies. ®Bonzussioncn wurden on | 15, Juli l9hl widerrufen, 
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kirchliche Anc: -Jerobeiten vom że Scptembor 1942 das strun'ste Vcrbot fuer 
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or vergangenen Jahre haben wir jeden Monat cinen Text ciner 

urzcn Rede in der Eroslaucr Curia vorooffcntlicht, der als Prodizt fuc 

dic Sonntacs Messe benutzt werden riis Der Text wurde in Deutsch, Pol 

n ROD gedruckt, und wurde in viclcn Bischoftucmcrn Deutschland 
dte B 
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benutzt. Der Gobrauch dicoscr Prodi: e ist nun vcrbotcn, à» dio nolnis 
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oprache ADAE mehr bonutzt worden 
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dass dic roli’locsı found eb Tt aer Polen Not leidet und ihre moralische 


iH a y ~ + 1 ^ e d ay > : RE Lu Im - as i D , 4 "pe e La 3 ` 13 Q y E 1 a 
into ritact -rossen Gefahren ausscsctzt ist. Es bostont wcitorhin dic Schwic- 
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ri kcit lezalo Hoiraten durchzufuchren, da deutsch: Gcistliche polnische 
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Canon 1090 des Codes des kanonischen Gesctacs troucn zu lassen, so besteht 
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keine Provision fuer ihre Scelcnruhe, noch die Sicherheit, dass sic in 


iioc Kirchonbucchor orncetragon wurden, 
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Ich habc cs nicmals versacunt formelle Protost.-cocson die hier 


cnannten unuuldbar.n Erlassı = an das ilinisteriun fuer kirchliche Anzes 
icntcn, unc habe die Grucnde anccbracht, warun jeder dice 

ht nur nicht unterstuctzber ist, sondern sovar harnvoll 
nieren? fuer das Viohl dor :'csaatcn Nation ist. Ausser mir haben 
iodor cer hicrarchic, in Jcron Pischoftuomcrn diese 
S | i i Weise in Kraft cosctzt wurcen, einzeln un 
abhilfe cbeten, Und jeder dieser Facile wurde von Scincr zxxcllonz Bischof 
wicnkcn, der in Berlin wchnt und von der Fulda Aonferenz beauftrast iurde, 
nit con 4inistorion zu vorhandcln, pcrsoenlich vorzetriccen und wurden une 
scre Pctitioncn und Grucnde unterstuctzt. Jedoch war alles vcrocb ichs 
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Misstrauen, coborcn aus der Furcht, dass ron ucheine polnische asgitation 
zu viclo Schwicri¢kciten fuer den aw; nblicklichcn Zustand ontstohcn wucre 
Gen, Dic rolen hatten cine ticf vcnwrzcdltc Hoffnun und waren voll cnte 
husiastischcr Erwartung, Coss cas polnische Reich aufs Neue scbildct und 
wicder ee wucrde. Daher werden sio alle, = ohne uusnthnc = iw 

cer deutschen kericrun” als Feinde des jctzïcen deutschen Staztes betrachtet, 
illo deutsche Geistliche n, lie auf Grund ihrer Pflicht und er 
sich von allem Unrecht fernhalten muessen und ae ohne Nationa 


litactsuntcrschied mit dem Schatz der christlichnDoktrin beistchen sollen, 
und lic ihr Bestes tun, cic Scelen aller zu ag werden infolge ihrer 
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untcrschicecslosen Barmherzirkeit = obwohl sic nur zur ausschli osslichon 


d +.) 
Errcichung uebcrnatucrlicher Ziclo auszcucbt wird, = mit crccsstcm liss- 
trauen anses.hen, als ob sic sich EN fuer dic Feinde dos auron- 


blicklichcn Staates und sciner politischen Ziolc einsctzton, Aus diesen 
Grund sind alle unsere Erklacrunren und Petitions veröscchtis und erhalten 
kein Gchocr, Daher existicrt dics unzlucckliche Stadium unserer angolecon- 


> 
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heiten, das nicmand in Ordnun;; brinccn konn, 


BETREFFEND DIE KONZUNTRATIONSLAGER. 


Bis zu diesem au cnblick habın wir nur weni? erfahren koennen, 
da wir keinerlei Informationen haben, warum Linzclpersoncn orthin gesandt 
werden, noch welche Behandlung, Sch licksal, Gesuncheitszustanc und Notwcn- 
diskeiten sich dort fuer sic erpoben, 'ienschcn, iie in diosc Lag ‚cr gebracht 
werden, wird striktes Schweigen unter indrohunz von schwersten Strafo ; 
bezueslich allor ^ Dinge,dic sich im Lager abspielen , auforlorts und 
ic sagen aus dicscm Grund nichts aus, Unscro ae nobon tiofo Sym- 
athic und Mitlcid mit den Insassen der Konzentrationslager, besonders 
da wir ucberzcuct sind, dass cin Grossteil der dort Wcilondon, unschuldig 
ist, Viclc Geistliche meiner Diozese sin! lort umgcekommen, = iia nner die 
ich besonders hoch schactzto in Hinblick auf ihre serade Haltung und ihren 
Lebcnswandol, und die dem ganzen Volke bekannt waren, 
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scine Excllcnz Bischof “lenken, cen ich bercits fruchor crwachnte, 
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don Ra ton dos obcnorwachnton Koichssicncornci itsh UO LOL. 108, wenn immer 
os sich um dio Fuorsorre cincs cinz.lnon Intcrnicrtcn handelte. 
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Auf Wunsch dcr Geistlichen in Dachau, szndte ich ihnen am 25, Fe- 
bruar 1941 120 roemischc Srcviorc, unc om 27, Juni 1942 cine Anzahl von 
Messgcwacndcrn und cin crosses Ciboriun fucr dic heilige Kommunion, 


Am Ze Juli 1938, 4. Dozczber 1940 und 3, Juli 1942 richtete ich 
^n dic Behocrden der Konzentrzticnsla:er cinc dringende Berufung, dass 
dic Heilive licsse in anderen Konz iras tionslacorn wie in Dachau obonfolls 
cost-ttot werden sollte, und dass die 5colsorco hauptszcchlich den Sranken 
und Sterbenden zu Icil werden soll, Ich machte ebenfalls cine Petition, 
dass dic Kocrper der Toten nicht unturschicdslos verbrannt werden sollten, 
scndern cass cs ihnen scstnttet sci, auf Wunsch bcerdist zu werden, Dic 
Petition wurde abrowlesen, 


3 
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Ich bom cincn statistischen Report ucb.r alle intcrnierten 
Geistlichen in Dachau und der dort Getoctcten fuer alle Bischc dee: 
Deutschlands fuor dic Jahre 1940, 19:1, 1942, Es war nir ni moeglich 
Jiesec Liste auf dic pclnischon Sischoftucmer zu a (nek, ellcor 
der vw^chrond des Kric-os Getocteten) da eS unmocrlich i dic cenauon 
— von Posnan-Gncsno und den anderen polnischen Bis on jftuonorn zu 

ijlton,. Dic Hochwmurrdi cn Beamten der Bischoftuemcr waren nicht in der 
pia zu SCD, wic viole ihror Pricstcr in den verschiedenen Konzentra= 
tionsla:;.rn, Dachau und Anderen, ccfancen zchalten wurden; wicvicl sich 
im Exil in anderen Regionen befanden, und wievicl den Tod cofundon hatten, 
wollte ich sic sclbst frazen, so bezweifele ich, ob sie in der Lace wcoren, 
cinc zuverlacssire auskunft zu “cbcn, 


Zum Schluss werde ich Bischof Wiciikon konsultieren, damit cr in 
der Lac ist, gewisse ..uskucnfte der von Burer Eminenz erhobenen Fragen 
zu crhaltın. 


jodoch erscheint cs nicht zu crhoffen, dass dic Rezicruns, oder 
Gie rartci dic auswanderun” der internierten Priester aus den Konzentrz= 
tionsla;crn gestatton wird, „uf Grund dos Misstrauens, welches ich bcrcits 
crwcchnte besteht kein Zweifel, dass sio befuerchtcn, dass auswandernde 
Geistliche in frenden Lacndorn susserordentlich unlicbsame P5orichto ucber 
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Mit aller 
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verbleibe ich Eurer Sminenz ercebener Diener 
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Kard, Bertram Srzhischof von Breslau 
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